Making Money the Old Fashion’ way
Lately I‟ve been feeling older than the dirt ……… on my knees! 

It’s been 30+ years since I drew my first paycheck installing. I spent the first 6 months as an R&R tech…. picking up the pieces of crappy installs, and dealing with every nightmare the commission guys wouldn’t touch for $600/mo. 

It was a large step backwards from the $350-500/week depending on overtime, that I made as a UAW Press Operator back in Kalamazoo. I was ready to leave though, with 2 deaths from accidents, and an extra creepy day when the Foreman yelled “pick up that finger and follow those guys to the infirmary”. 

I was working fill-in on a fender line, when I noticed that the press brakes were shot, and the press would cycle with my hands off the palm buttons… totally unsafe to operate….I’d already carried the finger, and wasn’t looking to donate personally… So when the Plant Superintendent, with the Safety Man, and the Union Rep, watching, demanded that I run the unsafe 100 ton sheet metal press, I rolled with the Johnny Paycheck line: “You can take this job, and shove it”! 

After packing up a ‘71 Chevy Kingswood Station wagon, and moving to San Diego, I landed that first job at DOW stereo. With my starting experience in R&R teaching me what NOT to do, I learned my craft 1 car at a time, with a personal goal of Zero comebacks. 

Life has been a roller coaster, and I’ve hit a few bumps since, but I’ve always managed to put out a product that I could personally be confident that I gave the best for what I was given. There’s always the guy who can’t be satisfied with what he is willing to pay for, but knowing that the work meets your own standards, makes up for unreasonable customers, lying sales men, incompetent managers, cheap arrogant bosses, and the other hazards of the trade, that can derail your attitude quickly. 

I guess it all comes down to: 

Making money the old-fashioned way, means step up, and earn it. Every task is a chance for you to prove you’re worth whatever you can demand. I’m still trying to hit that goal with Zero callbacks. Give us a call, and I’ll do my best to prove it.
